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Carolina Theatre, Durham NC

A multi-disciplinary conference connecting scholars and Black communities 

across North America and beyond. By creating new collaborations, we seek to 

document and enhance the life of these communities.
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WELCOME to
Black Communities: A Conference for Collaboration

We are delighted that you are joining us in Durham, home to the 
Hayti neighborhood, North Carolina Mutual and M&F Bank, North 
Carolina Central University, and countless other facets of a rich 
history of Black culture, power and influence! 

The inspiration for this conference was a 2015 symposium that 
brought together leaders from eight historic Black towns and ac-
ademics at UNC-Chapel Hill. That convening focused on historic 
preservation and community economic development and resulted 
in a number of productive partnerships. Its success inspired us to 
imagine how we could encourage collaboration between academ-
ics and Black communities on an international level. 

At every stage in organizing this conference, we have been humbled 
by the overwhelmingly positive response. Hundreds of community 
members and academics submitted excellent proposals. Dozens of 
graduate students enthusiastically volunteered their time. Present-
ers have traveled from four countries and over 30 states. More than 
20 sponsors have stepped up. And now, more than 600 conference 
attendees will participate in this endeavor.

The next three days offer a full slate of workshops, oral presentations, 
panel discussions, working groups, tours, popup presentations and 
films. Each day also features a plenary session with acclaimed and 
distinguished researchers, artists and elected community officials. 
Together, these activities explore Black community life to the fullest.  

As you take advantage of all that this event has to offer, we ask that 
you help us achieve the central conference objective: to facilitate 
partnerships and initiatives among Black communities, researchers, 
activists and others. Through dedicated networking space, working 
groups and post-presentation Q&A sessions, the conference is de-
signed to help you connect. We cannot stress enough our hope that 
you will take this seriously and pursue opportunities to collaborate 
in work that supports Black communities.  

We look forward to an exciting three days. Thank you for joining us.

Mark Gabriel Little & Karla Slocum
Co-chairs

http://blackcommunities.unc.edu
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Your swag bag contains a flashdrive.  This flashdrive also contains all the abstracts from the conference

Build your schedule online at http://blackcommunities.unc.edu/sched/
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FIRST
FLOOR

Fletcher Hall

Main Lobby

Restrooms

CAROLINA THEATRE

SECOND
FLOOR

Connie Moses Ballroom Restrooms

Restrooms

Cinema Two

Cinema One

THIRD
FLOOR

Restrooms RestroomsDonor Lounge

(“2b” in elevator)
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PLENARY (9001)
Welcome

Open for Networking

PLENARY (9002)
Thomas Allen Harris 
- Why Family Photos 
Matter

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1001)
Historic Black 
Communities I

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1019)
Communities of Faith

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1004)
Black Communities: 
Then and Now

PANEL DISCUSSION (2030)
Movement Building 
Towards Black Land 
and Food Sovereignty

PANEL DISCUSSION (2078)
Black Land Ownership

PANEL DISCUSSION (2202)
The Economic 
Citizenship of Black-
Owned Food Trucks in 
Birmingham

PANEL DISCUSSION (2269)
Media, Stories, and 
Communities of Color: 
Getting Real

PANEL DISCUSSION (2114)
Black Communities 
and Public Policy

POPUP (3001) 

MONDAY MORNING | APRIL 23

8:00 AM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM
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ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1016)
Policy, Health & The 
Environment

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1022)
Black Experience: Arts 
& Nature

PANEL DISCUSSION (2210)
The West Side Revive 
Movement Model to 
Address Poverty

PANEL DISCUSSION (2131)
African-American 
Tourism in South 
Carolina: Ownership & 
Opportunity

PANEL DISCUSSION (5603)
The Hemp Industry: 
Building a New 
Industry in N.C.

PANEL DISCUSSION (5604)
The Hemp Industry: 
Avoiding Pitfalls

PANEL DISCUSSION (2093)
Pretrial Detention, 
Juvenile Justice, 
Family Reunification, 
& Social Reintegration 
in CT

PANEL DISCUSSION (2241)
The Myth of the 
“Ghetto”: Critical 
Archeology of 
Baltimore Ghetto Areas

PANEL DISCUSSION (2323)
Race and Influence in a 
Southern College Town

PANEL DISCUSSION (2071)
Bending the Market 
Towards Justice

APRIL 23 | MONDAY MORNING

8:00 AM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM
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POPUP 
(3001) 

WORKSHOP (6271)
Can Black 
Homeschooling 
Help Preserve Black 
Communities?

WORKSHOP (6504)
Grant Writing 
Workshop for Faculty 
and Graduate Students

WORKSHOP (6122)
The New Political 
Warfare: Real Self-Care 
for People of Color

WORKSHOP (6146)
Let Them Speak: 
Strategies to Ensure 
Inclusive Community 
Research and Practice

WORKSHOP (6089)
Can I get at Witness! 
Toxic Masculinity & 
Its Effects on Black 
Women and Girls

WORKSHOP (6500)
Yoga Session with 
Patrice!

WORKSHOP (6503)
Digital Diaspora

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1007)
Entrepreneurship 
and Community 
Development

TOUR 
(4314)
NCCU 
Campus

TOUR 
(4500)
Pauli 
Murray & 
Durham’s 
History 
of Racial 
Segre-
gation

MONDAY AFTERNOON | APRIL 23

2:30 PM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:30 PM

WORKING GROUP (5105)
Lessons from Healing 
Justice Initiatives 
for Black Movement-
Building (QTPOC)

FILM & PERFORMANCE 
SERIES (7002)
Short Discussion 
Follows Each 
Presentation

Ends at 10:00 PM

FILM & PERFORMANCE 
SERIES (7001)
Short Discussion 
Follows Each 
Presentation

Ends at 10:00 PM

Black 
Star Line 
Brewing 
Company 
- Beer 
Tasting!

+

+
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WORKSHOP (6161)
Telling History and 
Herstory: Storytelling 
to Map Trajectories of 
Blackness

WORKSHOP (6153)
Debunking the Myth 
of the Strong Black 
Woman

WORKSHOP (6140)
Culture, Community, 
and Christ: Human 
Trafficking in the 
African American 
Community

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1010)
Black Community 
Histories: 
Documented, Digitized 
and Displayed

PANEL DISCUSSION (2309)
Actively Safeguarding: 
Implementing 
Diversification 
Strategies to Sustain 
Cultural Heritage...

PANEL DISCUSSION (2207)
Combating the Media’s 
Strategic Attack on 
Black Leadership in 
Cincinnati

APRIL 23 | MONDAY AFTERNOON

2:30 PM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:30 PM

WORKING GROUP (5172)
Afro-Native History, 
Culture, and Language 
Retention in the United 
States

WORKING GROUP (5018)
The Future of Work in 
Black Communities

WORKING GROUP (5297)
Tech Pipeline: How are 
we Responding?

PANEL DISCUSSION 
(2500)
School of Education 
Auditorium, NCCU

In Search of 
Wakanda: Black 
Entrepreneurship in 
the U.S.
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ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1011)
Threats to Black Life

PANEL DISCUSSION (2136)
Financial Resources for 
the Underserved and 
Underbanked

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1002)
Historic Black 
Communities II

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1017)
Education of Black 
Male

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1020)
Black Community 
Activism

PANEL DISCUSSION (2119)
Archiving Black Family 
History

PANEL DISCUSSION (2174)
Challenges and 
Opportunities in 
Neighborhood-
Based Commercial 
Development

PANEL DISCUSSION (2221)
Pragmatic Models 
for Community and 
University Partnerships

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1013)
Knowledge, Power & 
Education

PANEL DISCUSSION (2041)
Recovering from a 
Natural Disaster

PLENARY (9003)
U.S. Federal Reserve 
Banks: 
Workforce Develop-
ment

POPUP (3002) 

TUESDAY MORNING | APRIL 24

8:00 AM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM

Open for Networking
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PANEL DISCUSSION (2206)
Transformative Power 
of the Black Aesthetic

PANEL DISCUSSION (2319)
Restorative Justice and 
the Black Community

WORKSHOP (6331)
Why Having a Side 
Hustle is Essential for 
the Black Community

PANEL DISCUSSION (2072)
Land Conservation

PANEL DISCUSSION (2080)
From Unschool 
and Homeschool: 
Culturally-Rich 
Curriculum and 
Environment

PANEL DISCUSSION (2101)
Academic Partnerships 
with Black-Led 
Organizations Working 
in Green Spaces

PANEL DISCUSSION (2154)
Reinforce Black 
Business as a 
Unique Asset Class 
and Investment 
Opportunity

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1005)
Historic Communities: 
Boom, Bust and 
Rebuild

PANEL DISCUSSION (2189)
B.O.L.D.: Faith-
Government 
Partnerships to Reduce 
Cardiovascular Health

PANEL DISCUSSION (2307)
The ZORA! STEM 
Initiative: A Vision 
Towards Preserving 
Historic Eatonville

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1014)
Addressing Health 
Disparities

PANEL DISCUSSION (2272)
The Power of Stories: 
Leveraging Heritage to 
Preserve Historic Black 
Settlements

PANEL DISCUSSION (2299)
HBCUs as Incubators: 
Innovation and 
Entrepreneurship

APRIL 24 | TUESDAY MORNING

8:00 AM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM
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Panel Discussion (2501)
U.S. Federal Reserve 
Banks-Research and 
Practice in Local 
Communities

WORKSHOP (6311)
Project Backup Scan-A-
Thon Workshop

WORKSHOP (6501)
Headwrapping Session 
with Taji

WORKING GROUP (5223)
Historic Black Towns 
and Settlements 
Alliance (HBTSA) 
Strategic Planning

WORKING GROUP (5132)
The Future and 
Sustainability of Black 
Archives and Research 
Centers

WORKING GROUP (5177)
Assessing Equitable 
Development

FILM & PERFORMANCE 
SERIES (7004)
DURATION:: 3:30
Short Discussion 
Follows Each 
Presentation

Ends at 10:00 PM

FILM & PERFORMANCE 
SERIES (7003)
DURATION:: 3:30
Short Discussion 
Follows Each 
Presentation

Ends at 10:00 PM

WORKSHOP (6184)
Capital and the Prison 
Problem: Building 
Solutions to the 
Commercialization of 
Justice

WORKSHOP (6502)
The Craft of 
Filmmaking

TOUR 
(4173)
Commu-
nity Real 
Estate 
Develop-
ment in a 
Changing 
Durham

TOUR 
(4251)
Earth-
seed 
Land 
Collective

Ends at 
6:30 PM

TOUR 
(4502)
Black Wall 
Street of 
America TOUR 

(4503)
“Choc-
olate 
Cities” at 
UNC-
Chapel 
Hill

Black 
Star Line 
Brewing 
Company 
- Beer 
Tasting!

TUESDAY AFTERNOON | APRIL 24

2:30 PM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:30 PM

+

+
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WORKSHOP (6129)
Effectively Engaging 
the African American 
Community: The 
Art of Community 
Engagement

WORKSHOP (6208)
West Side Revive 
Movement Model to 
Address Poverty

WORKSHOP (6227)
Historic Black Towns 
and Settlements 
Alliance - A Model 
for 21st Century 
Collaboration

WORKING GROUP (5193)
Creating Community 
Histories in the Digital 
Age

WORKING GROUP (5275)
A Climate Change 
Agenda for Gullah 
Geechee and 
Other Traditional 
Communities

WORKSHOP (6305)
Developing a Cultural 
Heritage Tourism 
Event: The Zora Neale 
Hurton™ Festival

WORKSHOP (6329)
Universal Preservation: 
Mind, Body, Spirit and 
Place

WORKSHOP (6118)
Stop Thinking and Start 
Writing: Journaling for 
Personal Discovery and 
Stress Relief

APRIL 24 | TUESDAY AFTERNOON

2:30 PM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

6:30 PM

7:30 PM
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WEDNESDAY MORNING | APRIL 25

8:00 AM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1009)
They Made Their Mark:  
Biographies

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1006)
Arts, Resistance and 
Affirmation

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1021)
Preserving Black 
Community Histories

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1012)
Policing & 
Incarceration in Black 
Communities

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1003)
Historic Black 
Communities III

PANEL DISCUSSION (2290)
Status of Black Women 
in the U.S.

PANEL DISCUSSION (2110)
Marketing Blackness: 
The Business of Black 
Art

PANEL DISCUSSION (2200)
Business Sustainability 
Strategies for Black-
Owned Businesses in 
Southeastern U.S.

PANEL DISCUSSION (2137)
Cornelia Walker 
Bailey: Sapelo Island’s 
Foremost Land Rights 
and Community 
Activist

WORKSHOP (6144)
The Black Church in 
Improving Mental 
Health and Help-
Seeking

POPUP (3003) 

PLENARY (9004)
The State of Black 
Communities in the 
Post-Obama Era

Open for Networking
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APRIL 25 | WEDNESDAY MORNING

8:00 AM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

9:00 AM

10:00 AM

11:00 AM

12:00 PM

1:00 PM

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1008)
Fostering Sustainable 
Black Communities

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1018)
Black Female Identity

ORAL PRESENTATION 
(1015)
Challenges to Healthy 
Living

PANEL DISCUSSION (2182)
Conducting Research 
from the “Inside 
Out”: Perspectives 
on Patient-Centered 
Research

PANEL DISCUSSION (2229)
International Initiative: 
NC Env. Justice 
Network & African 
Women’s Studies at 
Bennett College

PANEL DISCUSSION (2168)
Looking for the “Black 
Fantastic” in Diasporic 
Geographies and the 
Literary Imagination

PANEL DISCUSSION (2127)
Preserving Power 
and Resilience in 
Black Communities 
within a Food Access 
Framework

PANEL DISCUSSION (2321)
Not Our Master: 
Collective Action 
Against Anti-Black 
Racism in an Elite 
University

PANEL DISCUSSION (2333)
Assessing Racial 
Bias and Cultural 
Affirmation in the 
Classroom: Protecting 
Black Genius

WORKSHOP (6506)
Designing 
Development of 
Black Communities 
with Economic 
Power of Tourism 
- Introduction to 
Destination Marketing 
Organization (DMO)

WORKSHOP (6505)
Grant Writing 
Workshop for 
Community Leaders

WORKSHOP (6250)
Wealth and 
Philanthropy in 
Black Communities: 
The Intersection of 
Influence & Impact
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WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON | APRIL 25

2:30 PM

Lobby Fletcher Hall Cinema One Cinema Two

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

WORKING GROUP (5149)
Filling the Gap of Queer 
and Ethnically Diverse 
Campus Programming

WORKSHOP (6125)
Embracing Familial 
and Community 
Trauma: Strategies in 
Managing Racial Stress

WORKSHOP (6195)
Skilled Trades: Building 
Professional Skills and 
Viable Employment 
Potential Among Our 
Youth

WORKSHOP (6096)
The Change 
Mindset: Community 
Sustainability Meets 
Systems Theory

TOUR (4501)
Hayti to Haiti

TOUR (4198)
Uneven Ground: 
The Foundations of 
Housing Inequality in 
Durham, NC

Ends at 6:30 PM

Open for Networking

NOTES
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APRIL 25 | WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON

2:30 PM

Connie Moses Ballroom Donor Lounge Self-Help Building Off-Site

3:30 PM

4:30 PM

5:30 PM

WORKING GROUP (5220)
Black 
Entrepreneurship, 
Black Wall Street 
and the Cooperative 
Movement

WORKING GROUP (5100)
Documenting and 
Connecting Black 
Communities

WORKING GROUP (5301)
Philanthropy 
Redefined: Innovative 
Approaches for 
Effective Social 
Change

WORKING GROUP (5048)
Discussion of the 
Effects of Colorism on 
African American and 
Caribbean Families

WORKSHOP (6091)
Narratives Matter: 
The Importance of a 
Cultural Strategy in the 
Era of Fake News

WORKSHOP (6073)
Bridging the Gap: I 
Teach, You Learn (Non-
Profit Series)

PANEL DISCUSSION (2304)
Our Communities Are 
Our Business: Black 
Philanthropy & Social 
Change
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# TITLE PRESENTERS
1001 Barry Farm/Hillsdale Post-Bellum African American Community Alcione Amos

1001 Lincoln City Community by the Neuse River Jamane Yeager

1001 Kingston/Lenoir County Choci Gray

1001 Afro-descendants of Guerrero Esteban Hernández Ortiz

1002 Black Family Discovers their Legacy in an old Trunk Earnestine Keaton

1002 [Un]making Black Towns in White Space Danielle Purifoy

1002 Historic Northwest Revived: Music, the Past & Community Alisha Winn

1002 Oldest Town in America Chartered and Incorporated by Blacks Glenda Knight

1003 Oblate Sisters of Providence: A good many other people assisted Lisa Rose Lamson

1003 Black Diaspora: Haitians in Chicago during the late 20th century Courtney Cain

1003 History & Transitions of the Dark Hollow Community, 1910 to Present Jajuan Johnson

1003 Making and Unmaking Black Ann Arbor: Chronicling Structural Integration Gabrielle Peterson

1004 Making Durham Better: the Ar-Razzaq History Project Katie Spencer, Naimo Feaste

1004 Black life experiential research in a gentrifying city Lisa Bates

1004 Black Indianapolis during the Progressive Era Milagros Seraus-Roache

1005 Beyond Bricks and Mortar: Revisiting the Sycamore Hill Community Heather White, Charlotte Fitz-Daniels

1005 Eagle Harbor 2020 Frederick Tutman

1005 Pinhook, Missouri: A Story of Strength, Struggle, and Displacement Heidi Dodson

1005 Black Relationships to Land and Place Diedre Houchen

1006 Black Artists & Activists in Europe & America: Affirming Blackness Now Teju Adisa-Farrar

1006 Cultural Planning for Black Communities Christina Beatty

1006 Political Economics of the Exploitation of Black American Culture in the 21st century Antoinette Spillers

1006 Black on the Prairies Alexa  Potashnik 

1007 Pipeline: Identifying & Uplifting Minority Entrepreneurial Talent Edward Boyd

1007 Equitable Development & Affordable Housing in Historic Anacostia Andrea Wise

1007 #Woke Libraries: Social Justice and Activism @ Your Local Library Ana Ndumu

1008 Why Black Communities Matter L Vannessa Frazier

1008 Participatory research with African-American adolescents in Tallahassee, FL Dalila D’Ingeo

1008 GIS for sustainable futures in black communities Shakeara Mingo

1008 RECLAIMING Community Block by Block LaShawnda Crowe Storm, Phylis Viola 

Boyd

1009 Finding Isom Stewart DeeDee Baldwin

1009 Dr. Charlotte Hawkins Brown and the creation of a black community. Jamie Jones

1009 Mental Health & Black Community (Why Eustressin’?) Rwenshaun Miller

1009 St. Clair Drake & Culture of Rebellion and Reform at Hampton Institute Andrew Rosa

1010 Black History Month Revitalized at an HBCU Jina DuVernay, Cassandra Cavness, Dr. 

Howard Robinson

1010 Images from Chavis Park, A rhetorical analysis Kermit Bailey

1010 Power of Story to Inform and Empower Black Community Virginia Cumberbatch

1010 Seen & Unseen: Clarksville Sunday Afternoon Stephanie Lang

1011 White Rage in Black Communities: White Terror Campaigns (1877-1967) Keisha Bentley-Edwards

1011 Policing & Race: Criminal Justice Surveillance in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil Xavier Durham

1011 Surveillance, Policing and the Racial Politics of “Tension” Stephen Young

1012 Radical Practices to Decriminalize Black Women Carrie Morris

1012 Examining of Policing Disparities and Trauma in the Black Community Betty Wilson

O
R
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# TITLE PRESENTERS
1012 Black Community, Cultural Competence and Police Damon Brown, Alan Davis

1012 Towards a Prophetic Critique of Neoliberal State Violence: Spike Lee’s Do The Right Thing 

and the Case of Eric Garner

Luvena Kopp

1013 Black Wall St. & Hayti - Rebuilding Community, Power & Wealth DeWarren Langley

1013 They Can’t Be What They Can’t See Jason Terrell

1014 Hidden Experience of Black Collegiates Tiarra Currie

1014 Community-Faith Partnership to Address Health Disparities Monica Taylor

1014 Residential Segregation and Cardiovascular Disease in US & Brazil Sharrelle Barber

1014 Black Infant Mortality in the Unites States Salimah El-Amin Witherspoon

1015 Toxic Stress & Black Women’s Bodies Jasmine Getrouw-Moore

1015 Neighborhood Disorganization & Chronic Stress in Children Heather Rice

1015 How are the Children? Building a Culture of Health in the Next Generation Valeria Hawkins

1015 German anti-racism and the politics of remembrance Eddie Bruce-James

1016 Black Environmentalism: The Urban Crisis Robert Gioielli

1016 Unclean Hands: Public Policy & Black Health Michelle Laws

1016 Multiple Sclerosis & Black Women Whitney McLaughlin

1016 Autism & Black Families Jamie Pearson

1017 Abuse of Black Male Youth: Applying Disruptive Innovation to Educational Dilemmas Deneia Fairweather

1017 Longitudinal Mobility: Following a Cohort of Woodlawn Children from age 6 to age 42 Margaret Ensminger

1018 HBCU Student Memoirs in a Black Feminist Learning Environment Zelda Lockhart

1018 “Fleek” versus “Ugly”: Black, Middle School Girls Experience with Beauty Standards Crystal Edwards

1018 Oral History Performances of Afro-Diasporic Women in Chiapas, México Daniel Coleman Chavez

1018 Grandmother Midwives Can Teach Us: Community Health Activism within Black 

Communities

Alicia Bonaparte

1019 Shorter College Dawn, Decline & Revival - That Place Off the Interstate? Misti Harper

1019 Marginalization of Muslim African American communities Rebecca Hankins

1019 Black Churches & Environmental Racism Dawrell Rich

1019 Food and Faith: Scarcity, Sin & the Role of the Faith Community Amber Burgin

1020 Weakening Black Political Institutions in the U.S. (1970-present) Belinda Robnett

1020 Surveillance vs. Welfare: How Trends in Social Spending Elicits Black Mobilization Cassandra Osei

1020 Chicago Freedom Movement: Women’s activism on the West side Sharaya Tindal Wiesendanger

1020 Co-opting Blackness Kathryn Bedecarre

1021 Reading Zimbabwe & archiving a nation Tinashe Mushakavanhu

1021 VR & Black History Derek Ham

1021 Community Archiving & Equitable Partnerships Morris  Robinson

1021 Cemetery, A Freedmen’s Community Digital Collection Ken Middleton

1022 Yoga While Black: Bringing Mindful Practices to Historically Black Space Tamara Jeffries

1022 Pipelines to Pathways: Empowering Youth Through Embodied Performance Sonny Kelly

1022 Wilderness & African-American Experience Ujijji Davis

1022 Males Place’s Garden as Facilitator of Development Alexander Simmons

2030 Movement Building Towards Black Land and Food Sovereignty Dara Cooper

2041 Recovering from a natural disaster Linda Joyner, Glenda Lawrence-Knight, 

Greg Bethea, Myra Shird, Jamilla 

Hawkins

2071 Bending the Market Towards Justice Della Pollock

2072 Land Conservation Sandy Sweitzer

2078 Black Land Ownership Mavis Gragg, Tahz Rufus Walker

Delphine, George Jones, Leigh Ann 

Hammerbacher

2080 From Unschool and Homeschool: Culturally-Rich Curriculum and Environment Bridget Obikoya, Tammy Shepherd

2093 Pretrial Detention, Juvenile Justice, Family Reunification, and Social Reintegration in CT Demar Lewis, Kalisha Dessources, 

Patrice Collins

2101 Academic partnerships with Black-led organizations working in green spaces. Joshua Moses
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# TITLE PRESENTERS
2110 Marketing Blackness: The Business of Black Art Jonelle Logan, Michaela Pilar Brown, 

Antoine William, Edia Beal

2114 Black Communities and Public Policy Kamela Heyward-Rotimi

2119 Archiving Black Family History Miranda Mims

2127 Preserving power and resilience in Black communities within a food access framework Steve Saltzman, Camryn Smith, Geraud 

Staton, Henry B Crews

2131 African- American Tourism in South Carolina: Ownership & Opportunity Kwadjo Campbell

2136 Financial resources for the underserved and underbanked Priscilla Awkard, Sandy Wheat, Donna 

Gallagher, Creighton Blackwell, 

Tolulope Omokaiye

2137 Cornelia Walker Bailey: Sapelo Island’s Foremost Land Rights & Community Activist Melissa Cooper, Maurice Bailey, 

Michele Johnson, Althea Sumter

2154 Reinforce black businesses ?as a unique asset class and investment opportunity Adeleke Omitowoju, McKeever 

Conwell, Dee McDougal 

2168 Looking for the “Black Fantastic” in Diasporic Geographies and the Literary Imagination Maia Butler

2174 Challenges and opportunities in neighborhood-based commercial development Dan Levine

2182 Conducting research from the “inside out”: Perspectives on patient-centered research Melissa Cooper, Maurice Bailey, 

Michele Johnson, Althea Sumter

2189 B.O.L.D.: Faith-Government Partnerships to Reduce Cardiovascular Health Disparities Cheryl Emanuel

2200 Business Sustainability Strategies for Black-Owned Businesses in Southeastern U.S. Melissa Cooper, Maurice Bailey, 

Michele Johnson, Althea Sumter

2202 The economic citizenship of Black-owned food trucks in Birmingham Ariel Smith

2206 Transformative power of the Black aesthetic Amber Reid

2207 Combatting the Media’s Strategic Attack on Black Leadership in Cincinnati Renee Mahaffey Harris

2210 The West Side Revive Movement Model to Address Poverty Matthew J. Watts

2221 Pragmatic models for community and university partnerships Michelle Bachelor Robinson

2229 International initiative: NC Env. Justice Network & African Women’s Studies at Bennett 

College

Valerie Ann Johnson

2241 The Myth of the “Ghetto”: Critical Archeology of Baltimore Ghetto Areas Ezgi Balkanay

2269 Media, Stories, and Communities of Color: Getting Real Justin Glanville, Lila Mills, Carol Malone, 

Dawn Arrington, Nelson Beckford

2272 The Power of Stories: Leveraging Heritage to Preserve Historic Black Settlements Andrea Roberts

2290 Status of Black Women in the U.S. Gloria Thomas

2299 HBCUs as Incubators: Innovation & Entrepreneurship Terik Tidwell

2304 Our Communities are our Business: Black Philanthropy & Social Change Lori Jones, Valaida Fullwood, Darryl 

Lester, Tracey Greene Washington, 

Ayo Atterbury, Barron Damon, Annette 

Taylor

2307 The ZORA! STEM Initiative: A Vision towards Preserving Historic Eatonville N.Y. Nathiri

2309 Actively Safeguarding: Implementing Diversification Strategies to Sustain Cultural Heritage 

Institutions

Skyla Hearn

2319 Restorative Justice and the Black Community Alan Davis

2321 Not our Master: Collective Action against Anti-black Racism in an Elite University Judy Grant

2323 Race and Influence in a Southern College Town Danita Mason-Hogans

2333 Assessing Racial Bias and Cultural Affirmation in the classroom: Protecting Black Genius William Jackson

2500 In Search of Wakanda: Black Entrepreneurship in the U.S. Eric Salaam, James H. Johnson, Jr., 

Keisha Williams, Germaine McIver-

Cherry, Henry McKoy

2501 Federal Reserve Banks - breakouts Lowell Ricketts, Faith Weekly, Kevin 

Dancy, Jeanne Milliken Bonds, Naomi 

Cytron 

3001 African American students & studying abroad Angelena Castro

3001 Uncovering the Civil Rights Movement in South Carolina Bobby Donaldson
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# TITLE PRESENTERS
3001 Has Jesus left the building? Ukuu Tafari

3002 Eatonville, Florida:  Preserving history while expanding tourism development Cheryl Jones

3002 Developmetn of the Mt.Auburn Physical Activity Plan Renee Mahaffey Harris

3002 Unshuttered, Uncovered: Northwest Louisiana’s Black Photographic Legacy Raegan Stearns

3002 Nerds meet “Real Folk”: NCCU/LCCC U54 Partnership Community Advisory Board Amber Burgin

3003 Online Racial Discrimination and Minority Adolescent Mental Health: A Review Monique McLeary

3003 Gifted Black Girls Attending Predominantly White Schools Oriana Johnson

3003 Carver High Museum & Archives of West Georgia, Inc. Shanee Murrain

3003 Soul of Philanthropy Annette Taylor

3003 School Engagement Among Black Adolescents Tyrone Fleurizard

4173 Community Real Estate Development in a Changing Durham Dan Levine

4198 Uneven Ground: Foundations of Housing Inequality in Durham Kimber Norton

4251 Earthseed Land Collective Courtney Woods

4314 NCCU Campus Andre Vann

4500 Pauli Murray & Durham’s History of Racial Segregation Aya Shabu

4501 Hayti to Haiti Aya Shabu

4502 Black Wall Street of America Aya Shabu

4503 Chocolate Cities: The Black Map of American Life Marcus Anthony Hunter, Zandria 

Robinson, Karida Brown

5018 The Future of Work in Black Communities Spencer Overton

5048 Discussion of the Effects of Colorism on African American and Caribbean Families Shanika Wilson, Kalyn Wilson, Monique 

Holsey-Hyman, Christopher Solomon

5100 Documenting and Connecting Black Communities Chaitra Powell

5105 Lessons from Healing Justice initiatives for Black Movement-building (QTPOC) Tavia Benjamin

5132 The Future and Sustainability of Black Archives and Research Centers Barrye Brown

5149 Filling the Gap of Queer and Ethnically Diverse Campus Programming Angela Gay, Preston Keith, Marcela 

Torres-Cervantes

5172 Afro-Native history, culture, and language retention in the United States Nakia Parker, Brooks Winfree, Maria 

Esther Hammach, Dr. Walter Sistrunk

5177 Assessing Equitable Development Andrea Wise

5193 Creating community histories in the digital age Ken Middleton

5220 Black Entrepreneurship, Black Wall Street and the Cooperative Movement Dominique Walker

5223 Historic Black Towns and Settlements Alliance (HBTSA) Strategic Planning Michelle Bachelor Robinson

5275 A Climate Change Agenda for Gullah Geechee & Other Traditional Communities Heather Hodges

5297 Tech Pipeline: How are we responding? Terik Tidwell

5301 Philanthropy Redefined: Innovative Approaches for Effective Social Change Annette Taylor, Veronica Hemingway, 

Valaida Fullwood, Darryl Lester, 

Michelle Serrano Mills, Linsey Mills, 

Tracey Greene, Byron Baldwin, Henry 

Mckoy, Barron Damon, Micah Gilmer, 

Ayo Atterbury

5603 The Hemp Industry:  Building A New Industry in North Carolina Emily Febles, Rosalind Gray

5604 The Hemp Industry: Avoiding Pitfalls (What North Carolina Can Learn from Colorado) Juanita Ramos, Rosalind Gray

6073 Bridging the gap: I teach, you learn (non-profit series) Christen Miller

6089 Can I Get at Witness! Toxic Masculinity & its Effects on Black Women & Girls Charnessa Pleasant and Lindsay Love

6091 Narratives Matter: The Importance of a Cultural Strategy in the Era of Fake News Tina Wright

6096 The Change Mindset: Community Sustainability meets Systems Theory Vanessa Stuart

6118 Stop Thinking and Start Writing: Journaling for Personal Discovery and Stress Relief Juneous Pettijohn

6122 The New Political Warfare: Real Self-care for People of Color Aziza Jones

6125 Embracing Familial and Community Trauma: Strategies in Managing Racial Stress Riana Anderson, Monique McKenny

6129 Effectively Engaging African American Communities: The Art of Community Engagement Yvonka Hall

6140 Culture, Community, and Christ: Human Trafficking in the African American Community Trishonda Roberson, Danielle Vick

6144 The Black Church in improving mental health & help-seeking Janeé Avent Harris
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# TITLE PRESENTERS
6146 Let Them Speak: Strategies to Ensure Inclusive Community Research and Practice Yosha Dotson, Helen Robinson

Megan Lee, Dr.Rebecca Matthew, Dr. 

Jennifer Elkins

6153 Debunking the Myth of the Strong Black Woman Erica Reed

6161 Telling HIStory and HERstory: Storytelling to Map Trajectories of Blackness Elijah Simmons

6184 Capital and the Prison Problem: Building Solutions to the Commercialization of Justice Bianca Tylek

6195 Skilled Trades: Building Professional Skills and Employment Potential Among Youth Muriel Wright, Michele Bowen

6208 West Side Revive Movement Model to Address Poverty Matthew J Watts

6227 Historic Black Towns and Settlements Alliance -- a Model for 21st Century Collaboration Michelle Bachelor Robinson

6250 Wealth and Philanthropy in Black Communities: The Intersection of Influence and Impact Annette Taylor, Vickie Suggs-Jones, 

Kijua McMurtry, Micah Gilmer

6271 Can Black Homeschooling Help Preserve Black Communities? Carly Jennings

6305 Developing a Cultural Heritage Tourism Event: The Zora Neale Hurston™ Festival N.Y. Nathiri, Ben Brotemarkle, Julian 

Chambliss, James Benderson, Lester 

Cunningham, Cynthia Haywood, 

Gracies Mitchell, Maye St.Julie, Ruford 

Shepherd, Darlene Zachery

6311 Project BackUp Scan-a-Thon Workshop Skyla Hearn

6329 Universal Preservation: Mind, Body, Spirit and Place Everett Fly, Ellen Hunt, Philis Barragan-

Goetz, Walter R Huntley Jr, Martha 

James, Nancy Avellar, George 

Frederick, Clara Axam, Melanie Brooks,  

Moriah Torres

6331 The Essential Side Hustle for Black Americans and Black Community Andrea Imafidon

6500 Yoga Session with Patrice! Patrice

6501 Headwrapping Session with Taji! Taji

6502 The Craft of Filmmaking Byron Hurt

6503 Digital Diaspora Thomas Allen Harris

6504 Grant Writing Workshop for Faculty and Graduate Students Angela Hicks

6505 Grant Writing Workshop for Community Leaders Angela Hicks

6506 Designing Development of Black Communities with Economic Power of Tourism – 

Introduction to Destination Marketing Organization (DMO)

Jeremy Fairley, Cheryl Jones, N. Y. 

Nathiri, Tadayuki Hara

7001 Newark’s Hip Hop Spiritual Rebellion (Tomboy) Noelle Lorraine Williams

7001 Collaborating with Lifers on a Commutation Video Regina Austin

7002 American South as We Know It Fredrick Murphy

7002 HIV & Hip Hop (Unspoken Verse) Joseph Stewart

7002 Afro Cuban Project: People. Places. Culture Sadie Barbosa

7002 The Rosenwald Connection Tom Lassiter

7003 Soul Food Junkies Byron Hurt

7003 Black Male Self-Recovery in the U.S. John Gavin White

7003 Wendell Grimke Freeland: A Quiet Soldier in the Fight for Civil Rights Thomas Poole

7004 Is That All Your Hair Olie Gnagno

7004 Anatomy of a Black Economic Movement Jimmy Davies

7004 People Get Ready: The Emancipation of  Black Music Lillian Lois Deloatch

9001 Opening Plenary Vivette Jeffries-Logan, Karla Slocum, 

Mark Gabriel Little, Deborah Holt Noel

9002 Thomas Allen Harris Thomas Allen Harris, Natalie Bullock 

Brown

9003 Federal Reserve Banks Mark Mullinix, Todd Greene, Jeanne 

Milliken Bonds, Jason Keller, Tony 

Davis

9004 The State of Black Communities in the Post-Obama Era Glenda Lawrence-Knight, Jillian 

Johnson, Jacquelyn Dupont-Walker, 

Alberta McCrory, Valerie Foushee 
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WE ARE
Bringing together Black communities and researchers who are interested in history, culture, public health, 
arts, justice, religion, economic development and other topics. We are community leaders, academics, 
religious leaders, local elected officials, and others committed to the success of Black communities. 
Co-Chairs
Mark Gabriel Little
Director, NCGrowth and Executive Director, 
UNC Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise
Karla Slocum
Associate Professor of Anthropology and 
Director, Institute of African American 
Research, UNC-Chapel Hill
Advisory Board
Kim Allen
Director, Kenan Scholars Program, UNC 
Kenan Institute of Private Enterprise
Bernard Bell
Executive Director, Shuford Program in 
Entrepreneurship, UNC-Chapel Hill
Kofi Boone
Associate Professor of Landscape 
Architecture, NC State University
Barrye Brown
Reference and Outreach Archivist at the Avery 
Research Center for African American History 
and Culture, College of Charleston
Eddie Bruce-Jones
Senior Lecturer in Law, an Assistant Dean for 
International Links & Enterprise, University of 
London Birkbeck School of Law
Fitzhugh Brundage
William B. Umstead Distinguished Professor, 
and Department Chair in the Department of 
History, UNC-Chapel Hill
Christopher Cameron
Associate Professor in the Department of 
History, UNC-Charlotte
Larry Chavis
Clinical Associate Professor of Strategy 
and Entrepreneurship, UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School
Melissa Cooper
Assistant Professor in the Department of 
History, Rutgers University
Giselle Corbie-Smith
Kenan Distinguished Professor of Medicine 
and Social Medicine, and Director of Center 
for Health Equity Research, UNC-Chapel Hill
William A. Darity, Jr.
Samuel DuBois Cook Professor of Public 
Policy, Duke University
Everett L. Fly
Landscape Architect, FASLA and Architect, 
NCARB Certified
Jane Cooley Fruehwirth
Assistant Professor of Economics, UNC-
Chapel Hill
Tadayuki (Tad) Hara
Associate Professor, Senior Research Fellow 
at the Dick Pope Sr. Institute for Tourism 
Studies, and Associate Dean of Finance and 
Administration, University of Central Florida

Bernard L. Herman
George B. Tindall Professor of Southern 
Studies, American Studies, Folklore, and Art, 
UNC-Chapel Hill
Wesley Hogan
Director of the Center for Documentary 
Studies, Duke University
Ellen Hunt
Architect, Austin TX
Valerie Ann Johnson
Mott Distinguished Professor of Women’s 
Studies, and the Director of Africana Women’s 
Studies, Bennett College
Linda Joyner
Mayor Pro-tem, Town of Princeville
James H. Johnson, Jr.
William R. Kenan Jr. Distinguished Professor of 
Srategy and Entrepreneurship and Director of 
the Urban Investment Strategies Center, UNC 
Kenan-Flagler Business School
Venkat Kuppuswamy
Assistant Professor of Strategy and 
Entrepreneurship, UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School
Clarence Lang
Professor and Chairperson of African and 
African-American Studies, The University of 
Kansas
Michelle Lanier
Executive Director, North Carolina’s African 
American Heritage Commission
Alicia Latimer
African-American Resource Center 
Coordinator, Tulsa City-County Library 
System
Angela Lee
Executive Director, Hayti Heritage Center
Robert D. Newman
President and Director, National Humanities 
Center
Patricia Parker
Department Chair and Associate Professor 
of Organizational Communication in the 
Department of Communication, UNC-Chapel 
Hill
Della Pollock
Professor, Department of Communication, 
UNC at Chapel Hill, Executive Director, The 
Marian Cheek Jackson Center
Eunice Sahle
Associate Professor and Department Chair of 
the Department of African, African American, 
and Diaspora Studies, UNC-Chapel Hill
Aya Shabu
Founder, Whistle Stop Tours
Nina Smith
Assistant Professor of Human Sciences, North 
Carolina Central University

Charles Thompson
Professor of the Practice of Cultural 
Anthropology and Documentary Studies, 
Duke University
Jina Valentine
Assistant Professor of Printmedia, School of 
the Art Institute of Chicago
Andre’ D Vann
Coordinator of University Archives and an 
Instructor of Public History at the James E. 
Shepard Memorial Library, North Carolina 
Central University
Planning Committee
LaChaun Banks
Associate Director, NCGrowth, UNC Kenan 
Institute of Private Enterprise
Bryan Giemza
Director of the Southern Historical Collection, 
UNC Libraries
Angela Hicks
Grant Coordinator, Institute of African 
American Research, UNC-Chapel Hill
Kenneth Janken
Professor and the Director of Undergraduate 
Studies and Department Honors Advisor, 
African and African American Diaspora 
Studies, UNC-Chapel Hill
Amatullah King
Events & Programs Manager, Institute of 
African American Research and Carolina 
Seminars, UNC-Chapel Hill
Evan Lewis
Research and Communication, Institute of 
African American Research, UNC-Chapel Hill
Samantha Locke
Senior Events Associate, UNC Kenan Institute 
of Private Enterprise
Malinda Maynor Lowery
Director, Center for the Study of the American 
South, UNC-Chapel Hill
Jean Montano
Graduate student, UNC Kenan-Flagler 
Business School
Chaitra Powell
African American Collections and Outreach 
Archivist, Southern Historical Collection, UNC 
Libraries
Rachel F. Seidmen
Director, Southern Oral History Program, UNC-
Chapel Hill
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